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the Newsletter of
VIETNAM VETERANS OF AMERICA, BRANSON CHAPTER 913

The Vietnam Veterans of America membership is open to all who served in the military during the Vietnam Era, anytime from 1959 to 1975.  A copy of your DD-214 is required.    Membership in the Associates of the Vietnam Veterans of America (AVVA) is open to all others.  
The Chapter meets at 7:30 PM on the 4th Tuesday of each month at the Golden Corral Restaurant on Shepherd of the Hills (Rt 248) in Branson, just across the street from the IMAX Theater.    
The Missouri Ride of Honor has been postponed until 2011.  The work involved to coordinate with the Sheriff’s offices of each county became overwhelming in the short time remaining until the event.  Plus, the response from other VVA Chapters in the state was disappointing at best.  By postponing the event until next year, we can better insure a successful outing.
Branson VA Outpatient Clinic:

Ms. Christine Henderson, RNC, Clinic Manager, and Ms. Vickie Girouard attended the July Chapter meeting and explained some recent eligibility changes for VA care, and answered many questions from our group.  
Schedule of upcoming events:
august 14………..…breakfast with BUDS at the Golden Corral at 9AM
august 21…………..honor guard / color guard practice

september 18……..POW/MIA Silent March held in Historic Downtown Branson
October 16..............Honor Guard Garage Sale.  The Sale is held at the Hollister Lions Club and donated items are welcome.  Please hold all donations until the evening before the sale.  We have no room for storage of donated items.  Vendor table space is available.  This is Chapter 913’s largest Honor Guard fund raiser with all proceeds going to support our all-veteran Honor Guard and Color Guard.  We provide graveside military honors for deceased veterans in SW Missouri, and post Colors at local ceremonies and events.  
November 5-11…...Veterans Week

nOVEMBER 11...........branson’s Veterans Day Parade 

BENEFIT SHOW AND PIG ROAST/CASINO NIGHT WERE GIVEN NEW NAMES.
The Benefit Show proceeds go into the Chapter’s Veterans Assistance Service Fund.  The previous name, “Vietnam Veterans Benefit Show” left the impression that the proceeds go to the Chapter and to only Vietnam Veterans.  The new name for the show is the “Veterans Assistance Benefit Show”.  
Since the Chapter does not roast a pig, it has been decided to call the event the “Casino Night and BBQ”.   
WE Need your e-mail!  if you’re getting this newsletter through the postal service, and you have an e-mail address, get it to Bob Sarver.  It will save the chapter some needed funds.
A NOTE FROM THE new PRESIDENT:
We have almost reached our goal of attaining 100 members by the end of the year.  In fact, we have attained the number of 94, with several still in the pipeline.  It is quite easy to invite new people to our meetings.  Every time I see a Vietnam Veteran I always make it a point to shake his or her hand, thank them for their service to our country, and invite them to our meetings.  How many of you did I meet this way?  I also want to encourage the spouses to join AVVA.  The AVVA members are an important part of our chapter and can play a very big role in serving on committees etc.  I want to thank everyone for your attendance at our meetings and the input you provide.  All Color Guard/Honor Guard members need to mark their calendars for the 21st of August at 09:00 for live fire practice, flag folding, and cadence calls.  We currently have 18 members signed up but could certainly use a few more.  Volunteer, you'll be proud you did.  Bob Sarver, President, VVA Chapter 913.
hONOR GUARD / COLOR GUARD:

The Color Guard was on hand to present Colors at the Radisson Hotel on Sunday, August 1st for the Silver Reunion of the USS Brinkley Bass, a WW II Navy Destroyer.  Several “Plank-holders” (WW II veterans assigned to the ship when it was christened) were in attendance.  We were well received.  
The Honor Guard and Color Guard are looking for “a few good men”, and they don’t have to be former Marines either!!!  We currently have 18 members signed up.  The Honor Guard only requires that you are a veteran to participate in rendering graveside Military Honors.  Our goal is to have enough members to establish two teams which can perform the duties in alternate months.  We truly need several more members to make the team approach viable.  Many of us have jobs and can’t be available for every funeral request that arises.  Our fellow veterans deserve, and their families appreciate, the rendering of Military Honors at the veteran’s funeral.  
The Color Guard membership is open to anyone that wants to take part.  We’ll train you in military drill and get you up to speed with tasks like marching and posting Colors.  
The Chapter has funds to assist with uniform purchases.  Just volunteer!  We’ll take care of the rest.   
